THE   LADY  AND   THE   UNICORN            III
haunted him, words he had read or seen or once
heard spoken^ "MoN SEUL BESIR". "Where have
I heard them or read them? Where have I seen
them? Oh! remember. Remember. Remember/1
Rosa had not told him that she had seen the
lady In blue who was herself. She meant him to
know, often It was on the tip of her tongue to tell
him while he questioned her about the house and
the sundlal5 comparing the Inscription with the
Inscriptions In the Park Street burying ground^
buying books on old Calcutta,
She kept it against him that she had not told
him, and in some way It balanced her guilt towards
Robert; she had not told Robert either3 but he
had seen it, too} and that made him In league with
her? linked against Stephen, sharing something
that Stephen ached to know.
She kept her secret as an insurance. Robert
watched and waited3 and Stephen wondered^
searching endlessly, and never thought to listen
to Blanche's chatter of a little dog called Echo*
Tigley Cross, Devonshire^ and England had
receded into a distant and colourless shore. In this
heat. In this strange spring, there could be no
England, and the letters that came from home
were as meaningless as letters in an exercise book.
Very cold again5 but the flowers have not suffered^
the celandines in Dog Lane a sheet of gold. Daddy
has gone up to town5 It has turned so cold that I hope
he won't get a chill, he has to be careful now. Nannie
found your cricket boots, do you want them? If so Pll
send them out.